
AP Human Geography Summer work 2019-2020 Mr. Bernardini’s class 

Congratulations. You are going to be taking one of the greatest courses in the world. AP 
Human Geography will, in short, help you gain a better understanding of how the world 
works. It is both an extremely challenging and rewarding course.  You will need to 
accomplish TWO BIG things this summer to prepare yourself for AP Human Geography at 
Germantown High School. You have an opportunity to take one of the assignments off your 
plate if you are able to attend the AP Summer Camp.  

1. Learn the location of every country in the world. (required) We will be exploring 
various countries in this class. Before we do, you need to know where they are 
located. There is a reason for this. Knowing where countries are in relation to each 
other gives you a better understanding of how they are connected in ways that aren’t 
just physical: things like culture, religion, government, language, etc.  
-We will have a series of map quizzes in the first few weeks of school to assess this. 
You should not expect to have time to learn them on top of homework. You will not 
be told which regions you will be quizzed on.  Grab a map and start memorizing. 
There are about 196 countries. The exact number depends on who you ask. You can 
find a variety of online quizzes to help.  We will have a quiz over a specific region 
each Thursday until we have covered the world. You will not be told which region it 
is beforehand.  
 

2. Report (2 options) Watch 2 of the selected films or documentaries and do a report on 
them OR complete a book report. You will need to follow the directions closely found 
below. This will be due the 1st week of school. 
Special Exemption: IF you go to the free AP summer camp June 17th-21st, you do not 
have to complete the report assignment. You just need to memorize the locations of 
countries.  

Film/documentary Selections and instructions  

Choose 2 of the following videos to watch. At least one of them needs to be a documentary.  
Important: Talk with your parents about the videos you choose to make sure they consider 
it appropriate. Everybody has different standards. Remember even some PG-13 films have 
objectionable content.  

Films  

-City of Joy 

The Visitor 

-Ghandi 

-Big Fat Greek Wedding 

-Hotel Rwanda 

-The Englishmen Who Went Up a Hill But Climbed Down a Mountain 

-Oh Brother Where Art Thou? 



 

-Whale Rider 

-Bend It Like Beckham  - 

The Way 

-Children of Men (rated R)  

-Under the Same Moon 

-Slumdog Millionaire  

-Argo (rated R)  

Documentaries 

-Happy People - 

Food Inc 

-Girl Rising  

-Watchers of the Sky    

 -In Defense of Food 

-Living on One Dollar 

-The West and The Rest 

-Guns, Germs, and Steel  

-Earth 2100 - 

More Than Honey 

-Inside Mecca 

-Which Way Home 

-Commanding Heights: The Battle for the World Economy  

-Virunga  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Instructions: 

Note: Reports will be checked thoroughly for plagiarism and evidence that you were the one 
watching the video.  

You will write one review for the movie you watch and one review for the film. Each review 
should be at least 1.5 pages long (single spaced, typed, 12 point font).  

Your reviews should be a response to the following 

- How accurate is the film? What does it get right? What does it get wrong? You will 
need to do some of your own independent research 
 

- How does the film address how human being interact with their environment? How 
do humans shape their environment, or how does the environment shape how 
humans carry out their lives? Example  
 

- What did you think of the film? Here you can talk about whatever you want: the 
cinematography, the symbolism, the importance of the message. Did you like it? Did 
you hate it? Explain.  
 

Note: If you would rather do a book report, choose one of the books below, read it, and 
follow the directions for the report. 

-The Lexus and the Olive Tree: Understanding Globalization by Thomas Friedman 

-Longitudes and Attitudes: Exploring the World After Sept. 11th by Thomas Friedman 

Confucius Lives Next Door by T.R. Reed 

Guns, Germs, and Steel by Jared Diamond 

Assignment: In a 2-3 page paper (typed, single-spaced, 12 point font) do the following: 

 1. Explain what the authors main argument is and the best evidence he offers 

 2. Explain a problem the book explored and a logical solution to it.  

 3. Find something you disagree with and explain why you agree.  

All reports will be checked for plagiarism 


