
Honors and AP U.S. History Summer Assignment  
 

Welcome to Honors or AP U.S. History! Your summer work will require you to reflect on your experience in 

past history classes as well as think critically about why and how history should be taught. This will give you an 

opportunity to exercise your reading, writing, and critical thinking skills, and will provide a foundation on which 

to build as we dive into content in the beginning of the year. Additionally, this assignment will serve as a 

baseline assessment of your writing ability.  

 

Task 1: 
Read selected chapters from Lies My Teacher Told Me by James Loewen. You can download a pdf copy of 

the book for free from the internet. It is also widely available in hard copy and digital forms from bookstores or 

your local library. You should read a minimum of 3 chapters to be prepared to complete the second 

assignment. Chapters 1, 10, 11, 12, and 13 are recommended to complete the writing assignment, but you can 

read any that sound interesting and you do not have to read chapters consecutively.  

 

Task 2: 
Write an essay using the following outline and referencing specific evidence from the book when required or 

necessary to support your argument. The essay may be typed or handwritten legibly. There is no minimum 

length, but you must address all aspects of the outline. Be sure to also include an introduction and conclusion 

paragraph.  

 

I. Past Experience in History (Here you should draw on your past experience in history classes and 

personal opinions and thoughts) 

A. What makes people perceive history as boring? 

B. What has your past history experience been? Why? (Good/bad, interesting/boring, etc) 

II. Loewen’s Criticisms of U.S. History (Here you should reference specific evidence from the book and 

elaborate to demonstrate your understanding of the text) 

A. Criticism #1 

B. Criticism #2 

C. Criticism #3 

III. Counter Argument (Here you should draw on your past experience as well as think critically about the 

arguments presented in the book. You may need to reference specific evidence from the book to 

strengthen your claims, but it is not required) 

A. What are advantages of traditional textbooks and teaching? 

B. What criticisms could there be of Loewen’s extreme position? 


